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Our April outing to the Fort Drum Medical Simulation Training Center was a 
resounding success.  Students were greeted with standard issue MREs for lunch and 
then cycled through five different simulation stations.  Experienced Army Medics 
walked the students through tourniquet application, sutures, wound packing, IVs, 
and a litany of others critical skills required of today’s medical professionals.  Suffice 
to say, the tour of a Black Hawk Helicopter sealed the deal for the students.  This was 
a fantastic way to cap off our outings before the busy testing period starts next 
month. 

  April Fort Drum Trip an Amazing Experience 



 

Projected Enrollment for 2019-2020 

After spending many days getting to know the students in each of our school districts, 
I am excited at the quality of next year’s applicants and the growing interest in the 
Northern Borders Academy experience.  Equally encouraging to me is the near equal 
interest that students have expressed in both the health care and criminal justice 
fields.  I believe that the various career interests of our incoming students will also 
lead to a more diverse student environment here at Northern Borders.   

I expect to finalize the interview process by May 6.  Early projections suggest that we 
will have an incoming class of 26-28 students next year from across each of our 
component districts.  Furthermore, I have generated a wait-list for students who need 
to show improvement before being considered for admittance.  Students who have 
been waitlisted will be able to reapply in November of 2019 if they feel that they have 
shown sufficient growth.  By November, I see a class of 30-33 students as a real 
possibility.                 

Review of Offerings for the 2019-2020 School Year 

I am very proud of the efforts our partners have made to provide the very best 
educational experiences for our students this year.  I especially want to thank Karin 
Blackburn for orchestrating so many wonderful outings and workshops; she is a vital 
resource to the P-TECH program.  Karin will be sending a review of the many 
experiences we have completed this year for your perusal later this week.  I can’t wait 
to see what monthly outings our students will be enjoying next year and beyond.   

Transcripts  

Our P-TECH Guidance Counselor, Erin Cook, has made a considerable effort to 
ensure that each student’s transcript is correct and current as of May 1.  We will be 
sharing updated transcripts at the end of this year with each home district’s guidance 
team.  I am confident that we can continue to promote teamwork and transparency 
in the coming years.    

Student Scholarship & Excellence Day – May 28, 2019  

We are in the final stages of planning our Student Scholarship & Excellence Day at 
North Franklin Educational Center. A final schedule will be forthcoming, but already 
the event is shaping up to be one for the ages!   

A Change in Roles, But Still Very Much On the Team  

Effective July 1, 2019 I will be resigning my position as the Principal of the Northern 
Borders Academy to become the next Superintendent of the St. Regis Falls Central 
School District.  I look forward to continuing my role on the P-TECH Steering 
Committee as an active member of the team.  I am confident that the program is 
moving in the right direction and I will work tirelessly to prepare the next Principal for 
success on day one.   


